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▪ Islam makes certain times and places sacred
▪ Unique opportunities to come closer to Allah
▪ Several positive spiritual emotions – all encompassed 

in the term Shawq

▪ The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم used to supplicate, 
“O Allah, I ask you for the sweetness of seeing Your Face, and the 
eagerness (shawq) of meeting you.” 
(Sunan an-Nasa'i 1305)

▪ Ibn al-Qayyim describes shawq as
“the journey of the heart in seeking its beloved”
(Tareeq al-Hijratayn, Dar Alam al-Fawa’id, vol. 1, p. 723)

▪ The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said, 
“Whoever spends the nights of Ramadan in prayer out of faith and in 
the hope of reward, he will be forgiven his previous sins.”

▪ Foremost opportunity - last ten nights of Ramadan

▪ Prophet Muhammad ,s wife A’isha (RA) narrates’صلى الله عليه وسلم
“When the last ten nights began Allah's Messenger (peace be upon 
him) kept awake at night (for prayer and devotion), wakened his 
family, and prepared himself to observe salah (with more vigor).”

Introduction

Hijri 1446 AH Gregorian 2025

21st Ramadan The night between 20th & 21st March

23rd Ramadan The night between 22nd & 23rd March

25th Ramadan The night between 24th & 25th March

27th Ramadan The night between 26th & 27th March

29th Ramadan The night between 28th & 29th March



What is Layla-tul-Qadr?
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What is Layla-tul-Qadr?
▪ The companion Anas ibn Malik (RA) reported:

“Ramadan approached, so the Messenger of God (SAW) said: ‘This month has 
come to you, and in it there is a night that is better than a thousand months. 
Whoever is deprived of it is deprived of all goodness, and no one is deprived of 
its goodness except one who is truly deprived.”

▪ The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said, 
“Search for Layla-tul-Qadr in the odd nights of the last ten nights of Ramadan.”

▪ Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi (d. 620 H) writes,
“God has concealed this night from the ummah so that they may strive in 
seeking it and performing worship throughout the month in the hopes of 
catching it. Similarly, He concealed the hour of special acceptance on Friday so 
that one would increase in their supplications throughout the day, and He 
concealed His Greatest Name (ism al-a’dham) amongst His Divine Names and 
His Pleasure with acts of obedience so that people would strive for them. And 
He concealed an individual’s lifespan and the Hour [of the Day of Judgment] so 
that humanity would continuously strive in good deeds, being heedful of them.”

▪ Ibn Taymiyyah made the interesting point that the “odd nights” 
could be counted from the beginning or the end of the month 
(e.g., the 28th night could be considered the third last night of a 
30 day Ramadan and hence also odd), and therefore 
one should endeavor to strive in all ten nights (Majmu’ al-
Fatawa 25/284-285).
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The Meaning of Qadr
▪ Qadr meaning Destiny or Decree:

‘Abdullah ibn Abbas (RA) said: “It is written in Umm al-Kitab (the Heavenly copy of 
the Qur’an) during Layla-tul-Qadr what shall come to pass in the following year of 
good and evil, sustenance, and lifespan. Even the pilgrimage of the pilgrim (shall 
be decided); it will be said ‘so-and-so will perform pilgrimage’ (on this night).”

▪ “all the affairs of lifespan, deeds, creation, and provision are 
decreed on Layla-tul-Qadr in the month of Ramadan and will 
come to pass in the coming year.”

▪ Imam Al-Nawawi (RA) concluded Qadr means “the night of 
judgment and discernment (in the affairs of men)”

▪ Qadr meaning “power”:
Ibn ‘Uthaymeen said: “A person would attain the reward of the night, even if he 
has no knowledge of it. This is because the Prophet (SAW) said ‘whoever stands 
(in prayer) during Layla-tul-Qadr, with faith and hope, will be forgiven,’ and the 
Prophet (SAW) did not make knowledge of the night a condition of their 
forgiveness. And had knowledge of the night become a necessary factor, the 
Prophet (SAW) would have made this clear.”

▪ Qadr meaning “restriction”:
Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said, “Truly the angels on this night are as numerous as 
the pebbles upon the earth.”
(Musnad Ahmad, 10734)
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Significance of Layla-tul-Qadr
▪ A Gift for the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم’s community (ummah) :

 “The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم was shown the lifespans of the people (who had gone) 
before him, or what Allah willed of that, and it was as if the lives of the people of 
his community had become too short for them to be able to do as many good 
actions as others before them had been able to do with their long lives, so Allah 
gave him Layla-tul- Qadr, which is better than a thousand months.”

 (Muwatta of Imam Malik)

▪ On Layla-tul-Qadr that the Qur’an was revealed in its entirety 
from the highest heaven to the lowest heaven and placed in a 
special chamber called Bayt al-`Izzah (the House of Honor).

▪ Revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم began in 
the month of Ramadan on Layla-tul-Qadr when Jibreel (AS) first 
descended to visit the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم

▪ One’s record with God in the Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh al-
Mahfudh) is immutable

▪ A person praying on Layla-tul-Qadr may result in their records 
with the angels being altered, before those records seal one’s 
fate for the coming year
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What to do on Layla-tul-Qadr?
▪ Layla-tul-Qadr is certainly the most blessed night of 

the year, a person who misses it has certainly missed a 
tremendous amount of good.

▪ Ash-Shafi’i (d. 204 H) said that some of the pious 
predecessors preferred to spend this night in prayer, 
some in Quran, some in dua, and all are rewarded by 
Allah.

▪ This also shows the importance of intention in that 
even if you don’t catch the night for some reason out 
of your control, you will still be fully rewarded for it.

▪ Best to perform full i’itkaf (i.e., seclude yourself in the 
masjid for the entirety of the 10 days)

▪ Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said, 
“Whoever attends Isha prayer in congregation, then he has the 
reward as if he had stood half of the night. And whoever 
prays Isha and Fajr in congregation, then he has the reward as if he 
had spent the entire night standing in prayer.”
(Jami’ Tirmidhi, 221. Similarly, in Sahih Muslim, 656a)

▪ Imam Malik (d. 179 H) narrated that he had heard that 
Said ibn al-Musayyab (d. 94 H) used to say, 

“Whoever is present at Isha on Laylatul-Qadr has taken his portion 
from it.”
(Muwatta Malik, Book 19, Hadith 707)

▪ The Prophet Muhammad  ,said صلى الله عليه وسلم
“Whoever stands in prayer during Laylatul-Qadr with faith and hope 
in the reward of Allah, all of his previous sins will be forgiven.”

▪ A prayer for an all-encompassing forgiveness that 
involves invoking Allah’s love for forgiveness.

▪ The Prophet Muhammad :stated to his companions صلى الله عليه وسلم
“I came to inform you of the (specific) night of Laylatul Qadr but 
found so-and-so arguing and (in the process of mediating) had the 
knowledge of the night lifted from me.” 
(Sahih Bukhari, 49)

▪ It is by offering forgiveness to others, and 
overlooking each other’s faults, that we discover the 
forgiveness of Allah during Layla-tul-Qadr.



Judgement is given according to one’s final actions.
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